Democratic Women of Mecklenburg County

General Membership Meeting

Stancil Center

801 E. 4th St.

Charlotte, NC  28202

Wednesday, February 13, 2019

President Connie Green-Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

President Connie Green-Johnson recognized candidates, elected officials, party office holders and guests.

Black History Moment presented by Claire Tandoh, Teen Democrats and student at Providence High School.  Claire highlighted the work of Robin Emmons of Charlotte and her non-profit Sow Much Good.
Lisa Ellsworth, 1st VP, introduced Wayne Goodwin, NCDP Chair as tonight’s speaker.  Chair Goodwin gave a recap of where the party has been, the accomplishments of the mid-term election and the strategy for going forward to 2020.

BUSINESS MEETING

Dan McCorkle announced the County Convention will be held March 23rd at East Meck High School.
Elaine Bermudez, Membership Chair, announced a quorum.

Minutes of January 9th were unanimously approved.

The installation of C. Renee Little as Chair, Constitution & By-Laws was facilitated by the Hon. Alicia D. Brooks.

Treasurer, Sharon Evans, announced the budget was still be finalized and a report would be forthcoming.

Peggy Dickerson (reporting for Leigh Altman, 3rd VP, Chair GOTV) announced a goal of 100% precinct organization.  Organizing efforts are underway.  Precinct #135 Chair reported they were organized for the first time last year and their on-going efforts to keep this large precinct energized.  Precinct #148 Chair gave tips on organizing as well as how to keep a precinct healthy and viable with energy and commitment.  

Valerie Scott (reporting for Susan Marcus, Chair Hospitality Committee) New Member House Party:  Wednesday, February 20th, 3 pm, at the home of Lisa Ellsworth.  Anyone wanting to join the committee, sign up at the refreshment table tonight.
Laura DiFraia, Chair Issues & Resolutions Committee, is requesting volunteers to help with the committee’s efforts in particular those with web building skills, etc.  Liaison reports were given as follows:

Stephanie Collins reporting on CMS – CMS submitted 15 legislative issues for 2019-20 to the NC General Assembly.  Issues included excessive testing, increasing state pay levels and adding statewide construction bond.  Per pupil spending breakdown: CMS 39th in US which is up from 43rd (2017).   Washington DC ranks #1 at $25,323.  CMS ranks 90th out of 100 NC counties.  Further updates will be provided on the new Safety Measures that went into effect January 2019.  Next School Board Meeting: 2/26/19, 6pm, Government Center.
Yvette Ingram Townsend reporting on City Council – reported on the recent ICE raids and how students are afraid to go to school or people to work.  She shared information on El Centro Hispano and the Hispanic Liaison to get help or information on this current issue.  Council meetings are held 4th Mondays at 6:30 pm, Government Center.
Sharon Roberts, Chair Ways & Means Committee is looking for volunteers.  Please contact her:  srober74@bellsouth.net
President Connie Green-Johnson announced the formation of an ad-hoc search committee tasked with locating a permanent venue for DWMC.  The venue will be in partnership with Jane Whitley and the MCDP.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.

Next Meeting:



Wednesday, March 13th
Respectfully submitted,

Suzanne Zeitouni, DWMC Secretary

