District Court Judge

How many District Court Judges are there in Mecklenburg County?

Mecklenburg County has twenty-one District Court judges.  One of those judges serves as Chief District Court Judge for administrative matters.

What is the role of a District Court Judge?

District Court judges hear motions and conduct trials of civil cases including those involving less than $25,000, divorce, custody and support; misdemeanors and infractions; juvenile cases including delinquency, abuse, neglect and dependency; and magistrate matters.  Judges are responsible for controlling how hearings and trials unfold in their courtrooms, assessing the evidence presented, researching and interpreting the law, ruling on the facts at hand, and composing and/or approving orders.  District Court judges also participate in local initiatives such as truancy court, drug court, mental health court, commitment hearings, and veterans' court.  The starting salary for a District Court judge is $119,044. 

What is a District Court district?

Mecklenburg County is in the 26th Judicial District of North Carolina.  Beginning with the 2018 election, Mecklenburg has been divided into eight districts—26A->26H.  Each district contains either two or three District Court Judges.  Voters in each district may vote only for those judges in their district.  Judges are required to reside in the district for which they seek election.  Beginning in 2018, all judicial elections are partisan.

How often are District Court Judges elected?

District Court Judges are elected for 4-year terms.  Judges’ terms are staggered so that not all are up for election at the same time.        

What are the qualifications?

To qualify for District Court, candidates must be licensed to practice law in North Carolina, a resident of the district, and under the age of 72. 

